
 
 WAPS - School Council 

School Council Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday June 17, 2015 

 

 
Executive Attendees 

Chair: Katherine Cole 
Vice-Chair: Lisa Vandermeer  
Treasurer: Wendi Mosher  
Secretary: Jason Knowles 
OCASC Representative: Danna Campbell 
Movie Night Coordinator: Nicole Duguay      
Principal: Kathi Kay 
Vice Principal: Monik Beauchemin 
Teacher Representative: MacArthur Millen 

Total number of persons present (including above): 17 

 
1. Welcome and introductions (Katherine Cole) 

 Presentation by Mr. Hume and Choir 
 Approval of April minutes and June Agenda: Magda Andrechuk and Katherine Cole 
 

2. Council Accomplishments in 2014-2015 

 Presentation By Lisa Vandermeer highlighting the various initiatives implemented 
by parent council this school year (see attachment) 
 

3. Inside Out Project (Pam Cameron) 

Inside Out began as a way to foster a creative exchange and create community, between 
the students at Regina Street Public School and WAPS.  Two teachers (Nancy Morris Shaw 
and Chris Rowe) signed on to encourage community building between these two schools. 
 The students began as pen pals, exchanging letters through “the golden mailbox”.  In the 
spring, Brandon Wint, a local spoken word poet came into the classroom three times per 
school.  Brandon taught the children about poetry, and encouraged them to write 1) group 
poems that incorporated all of the kids’ ideas (including several votes for winning ideas!), 
and 2) individual or small group poems about things that inspire/appeal to them.  The kids 
learned about rhythm, organization, collaboration and expressing themselves through 
poetry.   

Wednesday June 17, 2015, WAPS students traveled to RSPS to meet in person.  They 
played games, ate treats, hiked together to explore Mud Lake, and heard Brandon’s 
finished poem reflecting on his experience with them.  They also received a poetry booklet 
with their poems and pictures of their experience.  The program was a big success and kids 
learned about kids from another school, and possibly will carry these relationships forward 
in future years.  Many of these students will eventually go to junior high school and high 
school together.  Fostering relationships and self-expression builds community, self-esteem, 
and hopefully the understanding that they are more the same than different.  

The program for this year was a pilot program with one grade 3 class.  Council is looking to 
further expand the program to other classes and grade levels next year and into the future. 
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4. Emotional Wellbeing Committee (Tara Finlay) 

School Council was successful in receiving a Parent Reaching Out (PRO) Grant to fund 
emotional well-being initiatives. This funding was used to support parent involvement in the 
school and their child’s learning by launching a “WITS book in as bag” program, hosting a well-
being evening, and organizing a workshop on emotional coaching.  
Now in the second year of the program, Council supported the WITS/DIRE anti-bullying 
initiative by launching a “WITS book in a bag” program. Parent volunteers visited all primary 
classes in the school to talk about WITS/DIRE and the importance of using these skills at 
school and in our community.  Each child was provided a WITS/DIRE book and information to 
bring home for one week during the school year.  Parents that are interested in helping with 
this project next year can contact Council.  We will be looking for 2 to 3 volunteers to visit 
classes every couple of weeks to distribute books. 
In February, Council organized presentations and a discussion on ways to ensure that our kids 
are emotionally ready to learn, and how we can help them become confident and resilient both 
at school and at home. School staff provided a presentation on how our children are supported 
at school, which highlighted everyday supports in classes, WITS program, Me to We club, 
Roots of Empathy, sports and arts clubs. Guest speaker Dr. Julie Desjardins, a Clinical 
Psychologist at the Child, Adolescent, and Family Centre of Ottawa spoke about social-
emotional issues and how they can interfere with learning, the importance of labeling emotions, 
not overwhelming our children, and helping children to become confident and resilient.  
In June, Council offered a free workshop: “Feel Your Way Through: Becoming Your Child’s 
Emotion Coach” featuring two psychologists who are currently pioneering the development of 
emotion coaching as a new parenting tool. The workshop was attended by more than 60 
parents, teachers and staff.   
Council has submitted an application for the Parent Reaching Out grant for 2015-16, and 
hopes to provide similar programing next year.   

 

5. Discussion of Teacher Allocation fund 

 Current allocation method of equal distribution to all classes ineffective – only 
half the money spent and difficult to do much with small amount per class 

 Proposal to increase allocation to $5000 to be distributed on a grant basis of up 
to $500 and 10 projects proposed by teachers 

 Projects will fall under 1 of 4 categories: cultural, environmental, physical 
fitness, emotional well-being 

 Remainder of unspent funding from this year’s grant (approximately $2000) will 
be returned to council and for inclusion in next year’s grant funding 

 

6. Financial Report (Wendi Mosher) 

 Fundraising was $5000 less than last year, however council spending and administrative 
expenses were also less, resulting in a net closing balance of $32,755.74 

 See financial report for complete details 

 
7. Vice Principal Report (Monik Beauchemin) 

 Highlighted the many successful activities accomplished over the year : 
o Haunted House Food Drive  
o Grandparents Reading Day 

https://wapscouncil.files.wordpress.com/2015/05/workshop-poster-2.pdf
https://wapscouncil.files.wordpress.com/2015/05/workshop-poster-2.pdf
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o Christmas Hampers 
o Winter Play Day 
o Talent Show fundraiser for Children’s Wish Foundation 
o Monthly Character assemblies 
o Spirit Days 
o Luncheon for lunch room monitors 
o Tradanza 
o Me-to-We Day 
o School Leaving Ceremony 
o Dr. Seus Seusical performance 

 
8. Teacher Report (MacArthur Millen) 

 Highlighted teacher involvement in learning activities outside the classroom: 
o Eco-school certification – level silver 
o Ottawa Public Library – monthly visits by 7-8 classes 
o 15 students attended truth and reconciliation ceremonies 

 
9. Principal Report (Kathy Kay) 

 Highlighted budget expenditures from funds raised from the Lunch Lady program: 
o $12000 for new ipads and chrome books for each classroom 
o Pen-pal bus trip 
o Putnam bus trip for grade 6 students 
o Reflex Math licenses for students 
o T-shirts for new kindergarten students 
o Softball and badminton equipment 
o Luggage tags for students backpacks 
o Grade 6 leaving ceremony 
o Lunch monitor celebration 

 Presentation of highlights from implementation of the school learning plan (see 
attachment) 
 

10. Chalk it up 

 Permission form to be sent out next year to allow council to email parents 
directly (current mailing list only 200 parents) – Sarah Orsini to meet with Kathi 
Kay to discuss early next year 

 Proposed new council and volunteer members: 
i. Vice Chair: Magda Adrechuk 

ii. Carlingwood Gift Card Co-ordinator: Alex Mallet 

Special Thank you to Principal Kathi Kay,Vice Principal Monik Beauchemin and Teacher 
Representative MacArthur Millen for all their efforts in working with the parent council this year. 

Meeting adjourned by Chair 

 


