
WAPS SCHOOL COUNCIL: Meeting Agenda for Jan. 15, 2014 
 

Focus:  WITS Programs 
 
 

Come join us for the School Council meeting on January 15, 2014 at 6pm 
in the School Library for presentations on the WITS program  
We will have pizza and childcare available. Please note the change in 
time! 
  
Wondering why your kids have been walking around singing "You got WITS and you 
know it,"  telling you "I tried to talk it out," or stating "use your WITS" when someone 
around them has a problem? 
 
An exciting new community program has been introduced at the Woodroffe Ave 
Public School, and  December 3rd marked the official launch of the WITS program. 
The Council meeting on January 15th will be dedicated to providing the school 
community with more information about WITS. The WITS Program brings 
together schools, families and communities to create responsive environments that help 
children deal with bullying and peer victimization.  It is about giving our kids tools to 
resolve issues on their own, and empowers them to seek help when they need it.   
“WITS” is an acronym reminding us of the 4 strategies to be used in our anti-bullying 
plan: Walk away, Ignore, Talk it out, Seek help.  In French, our program will be 
known as DIRE: Demander de l’aide, Ignorer, Reculer, En parler.  
 
 
Meeting Program: 
 

• Sandra Sheedy and Pascale Evans-Paulen: literacy and WITS at Woodroffe 
• Professor David Smith, University of Ottawa, Faculty of Education* 
• Discussion on how we can support the program  

 
You can visit the “WITS” website to find more information and resources.   
http://www.witsprogram.ca.  
htttp://www.witsprogram.ca/pdfs/schools/media-resources/using-your-wits-at-
home-a-resource-for-parents.pdf 
 
*Dr. David Smith is an associate professor of educational counselling at the University 
of Ottawa, and is also vice-dean, Research in the Faculty of Education. He received his 
PhD in counselling psychology from McGill University in 1998. His primary research 
interests centre on school-based bullying prevention programs, with a particular 
emphasis on understanding how they can be made more effective. His current program 
of research, funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of 
Canada through 2011, is designed to study the links among school climate, children’s 
attachment to school, and bullying.  
 



Dr. Smith is a founding member of PREVNet (www.prevnet.ca), a national network of 
researchers, educators, and community-based organizations committed to the 
prevention of bullying and promotion of healthy relationships among children. He 
speaks often in the news media about bullying issues in schools, and he is frequently 
invited to address educational and counselling professionals across Canada about 
bullying prevention.  

 
 
 


