
 

 

 WAPS - School Council 

School Council Meeting Minutes 

Feb 19, 2014 7-9 PM 

 
Executive Attendees 

Chair Katherine Cole 
Treasurer Wendi Mosher 
Secretary Lisa Vandermeer 
Fundraising Coordinator Nicole Duguay 
OCASC Representatives Tara Finlay  
Director at Large Pam Cameron 
Playard Coordinator Jean Byrne 
 
Principal Kim Power 
Teacher Rep Macarthur Millen 
 

 
Total number of persons present (including above): 24 
 
1. Welcome and introductions (Katherine) 
 
Approval of November meeting minutes and today’s meeting agenda 

 Moved Seconded 

Approval of Minutes for Nov 2013 Katherine Cole Lisa Vandermeer 

Approval of February Agenda  Liz Burgess Pam Cameron 

2. Discussion of accommodations for Full Day Kindergarten (Principle Kim Power) 

Kim brought diagrams showing potential plans for next year (2014-2015) and the following year (2015-

2016).   

 Four-room classroom pod to be built for the 2015-16 school year and attached to the school 
(likely in the location of the current Kinder Yard or paved space beside Kinder Yard). Projected 
enrolment is 6-8 kinder classes so with the pod, the school will then have space for up to 6 
kinder classrooms plus 2 swing classrooms (transitional rooms).   

 Please note that the exact layout of the extension as well as how it will attach to the current 
school is still unknown. Construction will take place during the 2014-2015 year. 

- Currently have 70 children registered for JK for next year.  Kim is expecting five JK and SK 
classes. Next year is a transitional year for the school, since there will be no new space. Most 
likely the existing JK classrooms will be used along with the current classrooms occupied by 
the in-school daycare. 

- Expansion of parking lot to accommodate the ECE staff and extra teachers that are required 
for full day Kindergarten.  This will likely use some of the soccer field space (there is room to 
shift the goal posts back to keep original size).  This will hopefully also shift the entrance to the 
parking lot and move it further away from the intersection. 

- Kinders would follow the Balanced Day program (45 min break – 25 minutes of recess and 20 
minutes for eating) that the rest of the school follows (10:30-11:15 and 1:15-2:00) 
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- There may be some "staggering" of Recess and Nutrition Breaks for the Kinders so that 
there is enough play space in the Kinder yard (depending on the size of the Kinder yard 
after the renovations).   

- Staff have ordered lots of new equipment, manipulatives, furniture, toys, which are coming in 
March that will need to be assembled.  Kim would like to propose a Building Bee to have 
volunteers to help assemble.  Equipment will be stored in the empty portable and in the 
storage rooms. 

- Hiring early childhood educators (ECEs) can be difficult due to high demand.  The OCDSB is 
addressing staffing challenges, reaching out to colleges that teach the ECE program. 

- No extra funding for gym expansion, bathroom renos, etc 

3. Council Meeting time changes: The meeting in November was held from 6-8pm and included 
pizza.  We are unsure whether we can continue to use council money to pay for pizza each month.  
We asked attendees what they preferred and the majority voted for 7-9pm. 

4. Principal/Vice Principal/Teacher Representative update 

Principal update – Kim Power 

 There has been an increase in the number of children coming to the office with potential 
anaphylaxis/allergic reactions in the last two months.  Kim will be including a notice in the 
March newsletter to remind families that we are a Nut-Free school and that the food sent to 
school is only for that child. A reminder to parents that there should be no exchange of 
candy or food between students (this includes special events such as Valentine’s Day). 

 “Tell Them From Me” survey – last year the survey was online for Grades 4-12.  It evaluated 
how safe and secure children felt at school.  The survey is being repeated this year with an 
additional online parent. The survey is open until March 7th.  Data from the will be reported 
back to Council. Visit www.tellthemfromme.com  Username (WAPS10990) and Password 
(parent). 

 Blues in the Schools happening in the school week of February 24-28. This is the first time the 
school has had this program and are looking forward to it. 

 Hot dog days have successfully helped raise money to pay for additional arts programming this 
winter with a Montreal-based dance group called Tradansa 

3. Review of financial statements (Wendi) 

Presented budget (see attached) 

 
4. Fundraising update (Nicole) 

 We have raised $4000 from Logowear, Halloween Dance, Online Labels (Lovable Labels and 
Mabels Labels), Carlingwood Gift Cards ($1200), Movie night ($1200). 

 

 Movie afternoon (The Nut Job) this Saturday Feb 22nd.  66 tickets sold to date.  We need 101 
to get a portion of the Concession Stands. 

 

 We hope to organize a Boston Pizza fundraiser in March.  If you eat dinner at Boston Pizza 
during the fundraising period and submit your dining receipt to Council, Boston Pizza will 
donate a percentage of the bill back to us. More details to come! 

 

 Planning movie nights at school in April and May. 
 

http://www.tellthemfromme.com/
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 Spring Fling in June.  We need a coordinator for the Book Sale portion.  Book sale usually 
raised $4000. 

 
 
5. Arts & Culture update (Katherine) 

 Drama person booked (Nick Miller, same as last year, will be doing 45-minute to 1 hour 
workshops in classrooms during the last 2 weeks of March) 

 Multicultural events also being booked for the next couple of months. Program kicked off in 
February with a Black History Month inspired workshop for Grade 5 students with Chiko, who 
did a printmaking lesson of the icon of the anti-apartheid movement in South Africa, Steve 
Biko.  

 
6. PRO Grant update (Tara) 

Five schools participating – Churchill, Broadview, Regina, Woodroffe, D Roy Kennedy – PRO grant 
(Parents Reaching Out) is a ministry grant program (up to $1000) that is specific to activities designed 
to engage parents.  Our grant is for supporting the development of Emotional Intelligence in our kids, 
by supporting families.  
 
Caroline Sutherland, from the University of Ottawa, will be delivering a workshop on April 2nd 5:30-7:30 
held at Regina Street Public School. Pizza provided from 5:30-6:00.  The workshop is FREE.  Some of 
her graduate students will be coming to do some activities with children at the same time.   
 
The talk is called Worry-Taming (helping your child with anxiety). Open to all families, not just for 
children with issues of anxiety but for all children and parents to learn about building your child’s 
emotional intelligence “toolkit” to give them the skills to be successful in life.  Register at 
worrytaming@gmail.com or send paper registration (form to come in mailbags).  
 
The cap is for 30 parents for the first workshop. If there is more interest, there is sufficient funding for 
up to 3 workshops for the five participating schools. Register early and don’t miss this opportunity! 
 
It was suggested to also send workshop info to teachers so they can alert families that might benefit 
from the talk. 
 
Next week is WITS week at the Carlingwood Library.  Thank you to Jennifer Kirney for initiating.  
There will be a WITS display and lots of WITS books available as well as the 1-page discussion 
starters.  Next week is Pink Shirt (Anti-bullying) Day. 
 
7. OCASC (Ottawa Carleton Associate of School Councils) Update 
One of the trustees is proposing a motion to the school board to have the board cover the costs of 
replacing play yard structures as he sees this as an existing burden for schools and school councils. 
167 structures have to be replaced. He is asking for signatures to his petition. The council considered 
drafting a letter of support to send to him.  
 
8. Volunteer Opportunities 

 

 Immediate need to fill the position of Spring Fling book sale coordinator for Spring 2014. 

This is a very important fundraiser – usually raising about $4000 – and is important for 
promoting literacy for the students and for the community as well, since many neighbours 
come to the sale and/or donate. We are seeking a volunteer to coordinate the sale this year. It 
is a big effort but very important. If interested, please contact the school council. 

 

mailto:worrytaming@gmail.com
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 Woodroffe Ski and Snowboard Club will require a new set of coordinators to continue next 
year. This is a very fun program for parents to participate in. The program is run through 
Dovercourt and all the information is ready to go for next year. If interested in coordinating, 
please contact School Council. Past coordinators are available to transition. If there is no one 
to run the program next year, we will run it through the Snowhawks, a private company. 
 

 Hot dog days – in support of the school’s fundraising to cover extra arts programming, thanks 
to parents for their support and volunteering. One more day left! 

8.  Chalk It Up 

 Scientists in Schools – two classrooms have booked wokshops. Kim is asking teachers to tell 
her when booked so we can ensure that all classes book a workshop. 

 The principal asked about frequency of distribution of messages through synrevoice, either by 
phone or email. Feedback was provided. 

 The school will be part of a pilot program of an automated late arrivals system (through 
Synrevoice). It will be for morning on arrival in accordance with the school’s safe arrival policy. 
It will dial all contact numbers of parents. Parents will be able to report absences by phone or 
by email in the new system. Once more information is available (timelines, features, etc), it will 
be communicated to parents in a newsletter.  

 Healthy Active Week will be in June, exact week not yet decided. Parent volunteers are 

needed as instructors to run sessions. Please contact school council if interested. 

Chair adjourned the meeting. 

 Moved Seconded 

Approval to adjourn Anne Tara 

 


