
School Council Meeting October 16, 2013, 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

Woodroffe Ave. Public School, School Library 

 

As this was not an official School Council business meeting, there are no official minutes 

for the above-mentioned council meeting. This year we have reduced business meetings 

from 8 to 4 for this school year (see the meeting plan under Meetings & Minutes).  

 

The meeting began at 7:00 with a presentation from the principal, Kim Power, on EQAO 

results and the School Improvement Plan for Student Achievement (SIPSA) for the 

school year. 

 

EQAO 

 

Who we are, demographics at the school: 

 36% are ESL in Grade 3 and 7% in Grade 6 

 Total boys in Grade 3 is 47% and Grade 6 is 43%; girls 53% and 57% 

respectively 

 Special needs: 12% in Grade 3 and 14% in Grade 6 

 Though keep in mind class size changes from Grade 3 and 6  

 Special needs excludes gifted students. Gifted French Immersion program starts 

in Grade 4. 

 Fewer ESL later might mean they are no longer considered ESL because their 

language skills have progressed 

 

Contextual data: 

 How many learning a first language at home other than English: 22% grade 3 and 

18% in Grade 6 

 Birthplace is Canada: 91% in Grade 3 and 95% in Grade 6 

 People don’t come into early immersion at grade 3 and 6 so they tend to be people 

who’ve been in the community/country since SK 

 ESL learners: Grade 3 significant change over the last 5 years; Grade 6 fewer but 

still higher than 2008-09 and 2009-10 but it may be that we’ve gotten better at 

identifying them and their needs with changes in staff (we now have a part-time 

ESL teacher) 

 Special needs roughly 10% over the last 5 years. Grade 6 growth from 6% to 14% 

 

Achieving in Level 3 and 4 

 Math scores lowest in comparison to reading and writing 

 Woodroffe scores higher than board and province and that was true for this year. 

Grade 6 more likely to score at the highest level on all three subtests. 

 Cohort data (new data to see how same students are achieving from grade 3 to 

grade 6): majority of students (80-90%) achieve level 3 and 4 in grade 3 and 

maintain this in grade 6. Even if a student wasn’t achieving where they should be 

at grade 3 then by grade 6 they are moving along well and achieving where they 

need to be. 

 



School Improvement Plan for Student Achievement (SIPSA) 

This is an annual process that the school must go through as mandated by the board.  

The purpose of the Board Improvement Plan for Student Achievement is to: 

 Annually plan specific student achievement goals, developed through the analysis of system-wide 

quantitative and qualitative assessment data 

 Improve achievement for each student in School Board  

 Provide a tracking and monitoring plan for improving student achievement 

 Provide an evaluation of the system-wide progress in meeting identified SMART goals  

The SMART Goal for the year is: By June 2014, students will use visual representation 

to demonstrate their understanding of measurement (especially measurement 

relationships and also including ‘how muchness’, benchmark measures, proportional 

measuring) as measured by the Evidence of Student Learning. 

 

In moving from EQAO to SIPSA we’ve chosen representational thinking. By getting the 

students to draw, do diagrams, label – then we can see what students are thinking and 

follow them better. We can teach, practice and apply this strategy in all different subjects 

and curriculum areas. We want them to be able to take 3D model and use it for problem 

solving. Teachers can choose the subject they are most confident and passionate about to 

apply this. 

 

If children are having trouble expressing themselves, a drawing might be the foundation 

of an oral or written response, or a springboard. 

 

Measurement 

 

Measurement is the primary curriculum goal this year. Kim started us off with an 

exercise to understand how muchness. How “muchness” is an internal idea of how much 

something is. We were asked to grab candy out of a bowl without looking, trying to get to 

10. Most people won’t have grabbed 2 or 25 but somewhere between 8 and 13. How 

muchness is pretty close! Not way, way less or way, way more. How muchness we learn 

through experience and doing it over and over again. 

 

How did the school team arrive at the goal?  

 SIPSA – we know we need a numeracy goal and want instructional strategies to 

support ESL learners 

 For students we want them to be more aware of how to read problem and steps to 

solve it. 

 Had to pick a goal that is in the curriculum.  

 Why math for the SIPSA goal? Based on achievement data, which is the lowest 

this year out of reading/writing/math. It’s not getting better over time. It’s the 

only subtest where we got a level 1 result. We get more level 2 results than in 

reading and writing.  

 Cohort data: not doing as well as we’d like between grade 3 and 6 



 Attitude data: on math not as strong as we’d hope. We would like to see more 

students thinking about and using math strategies and more aware of the strategies 

they’re using. Knowing about their thinking process – meta-cognition – hope to 

move that along. 

 While attitude data suggests kids are not thinking about the steps to solve a math 

problem, it was recognized that if you don’t need to think about it (ie if you know 

the answer), then you don’t need to think through the steps. However, would like 

them to be thinking about the steps more than just sometimes. 

 

Some ideas about supporting the SIPSA goal at home: 

 Social thinking: how long is 2 minutes? Give your child something complicated to 

colour and ask them to stop after 2 minutes. Help them develop an awareness of 

time.  

 Teach kids how to use a ruler, analog clock, read a thermometer  

 Some classes use a ‘problem of the week’ – get out manipulatives at home, use 

drawings, tables and graphs. Get them to answer in pictures, words and numbers. 

 Family Math University of Western Ontario – focus on making math at home as 

comfortable and enjoyable as reading at home. We watched a video on Math 

walks available on the UWO website (www.edu.uwo.ca...). Parents just need to 

know where to look and the right questions to ask. Real world stuff makes more 

sense to kids than measures in classroom. Remember to ask, don’t tell! Ask a 

question and let them find the answer. Have your children collect and count with 

a purpose. Math is problem solving – estimate and count, this is an important part 

of math. Predicting, discovering and discussing. Making a good guess shows your 

child understands numbers! If they can explain their thinking they can enjoy math 

so much more. Listen so you can build on what they already know and 

understand.  

 Nothing in the world is really exact – especially with non-standard measurement 

(Marion Small). Rounding is important and estimating is essential as is the 

relationship and conversion between units.  

 

Information on EQAO testing 

 EQAO website is a great resource.  

 Brochure/flyer went home with Grade 3 and 6 students in the last week. 

 

A discussion ensued about homework and whether this could help our children, such as 

practice questions, and help parents see where their children need help. Homework is not 

a requirement and different teachers have different philosophies about it. Differing views 

from parents about homework too. Bottom line: there are lots of resources out there to 

support parents in helping their kids at home if they need them. There are also other 

examples for helping children learn at home, such as the Math Walks idea above.  

http://www.edu.uwo.ca/

