
Woodroffe Ave Public School presentation at the OCDSB Western Area Review 

Advisory Committee meeting – Nov 9, 2016 

(Compiled from comments collected from WAPS parents from Council meetings, emails 

and phone calls) 

Woodroffe Avenue Public School (WAPS) has an active and vibrant school community 

of 640+ students. 

The Accommodation Review proposal will have a significant impact on our school 

community.  The largest impact is the change in boundaries resulting in 150 students 

being transferred to the new EFI Centre at Severn Avenue Public School.  This will 

results in a significant loss in cultural diversity at our school community and separate 

peers that have been friends since JK. 

Woodroffe parents have mixed feelings about the proposal as it affects each family 

differently. 

The majority of families are staying at Woodroffe and fully support the expansion to K-8 

as long as the appropriate retrofitting happens to create intermediate spaces for the 

7/8s….including music and drama rooms and outdoor play spaces.  We are excited to 

welcome grade 7 and 8 students back into our school families.  Parents are excited that 

older students can walk to school and that mentoring and teaching between grades can 

expand. 

Families that are opposed to the plan are two groups: 

- Families that are being transferred to Severn.  It is a difficult transition to move 

children that have established themselves at Woodroffe.  We strongly request 

that Severn should be expanded to a K-8 school as the grade 3 cohort ages.  

This allows for a richer school population, more opportunities for mentoring and 

leadership and eliminates a transition for grade 7/8. Walking to the 

neighbourhood school is a nice option for many. 

 

- Families that are being divided between 2 schools are especially opposed to the 

plan.  They want assurance that grandfathering will occur for the younger siblings 

currently in JK-grade 2.    Having children at two different elementary schools 

with different start times, activities and scheduling is very difficult in many ways. 

 

- 33 Families (and 80 students) at Woodroffe are affected by this boundary change 

and many are families with only 2 children.  According to the proposal 40 would 

remain at WAPS in the grade 4+ cohort and 40 would be transferred to Severn in the 

JK-grade 3 cohort.  This is an extremely difficult proposal for parents to accept.  

Separating two siblings that are only 1-2 years apart is impossible for families to 

consider and we would like the final proposal to include a grandfathering clause for 

all 33 of these families. 


