
 
 WAPS - School Council 

School Council Meeting Minutes 
January 15, 2018 6:30 – 8:30 PM 

 
Executive Attendees for 2016-2017 year 
Chair: Lisa Vandermeer 
Vice-Chair: Daniela Humeniuk 
Treasurer: Maggie Green 
Secretary: Sarah Futterer 
Fundraising Coordinator: Winkey Wong 
Communications: Jen St-Pierre 
Movie Night Coordinator: Nicole Duguay      
Multicultural Arts Coordinator: Sarah Futterer 
Spring Fling Coordinators: Daniela Humeniuk and  
Nicole Duguay 
Director at Large (Outreach): Pam Cameron 
Director at Large (Active Kids):  Julie Findlay 
Director at Large (Student Well Being): Tricia Ross 
 
Principal: Megan Egerton 
Vice Principal: Pascale Evans-Paulen 

Total number of persons present (including above): 22 parents and 2 staff 
 

1. Welcome and introductions (Lisa Vandermeer) 
- All parents introduce themselves and tell grades of their children.  

 
2. Financial Update (Maggie Green) 

- See attached revenue/spending chart 
- Question – How are we compared to last year with fundraising?  Did boundary 

adjustments greatly affect income/outcome? 
 We seem to be on par with last year.  Most of our fundraising happens in the last 

half of year.  We cancelled the Oct dance but funds from new initiatives (Paint 
Nite and Back to School Picnic) have brought in similar fundraising amounts 

 Some new initiatives and the change of the # of events makes it harder to know 
for sure 

- We are trying to be purposeful in spending any overages (as we did last year as well). 

3. Committee Updates 

Healthy Active Kids (Julie Findlay) 

- Had to cancel first ski night so first night will be this week Jan 19.  All updates on the 
Ski Club website: https://sites.google.com/view/woodroffeski 

- Will have make up night in Feb (these are always built in to date selections) 
- We will be having an Olympics theme coming in Feb to engage kids and get them 

excited about Canadian participation in the 2018 games. 
- April will see the repeat of last years successful and fun dance and hoop a thon with 

Hot 89.9 (hopefully outdoors again) 
- Will be looking for volunteers for this at later date 
- Looking to connect and partner with the Heart Institute for heart health month 
- Focused on how to keep kips engaged and interested in healthy lifestyle 
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- Two options for this spring were presented: 
- Have looked at the NUTS programing which bring math and trivia into 

sports/obstacle race.  Would be $700/day and would only be available to grades 
5/6 

- OR invest a little more $ into long-term equipment for a sport that the whole 
school can participate in (especially with grade 7/8s coming) such as tennis. 
Previous relationships with Adamson Tennis and more recently, the National 
Tennis Association has contacted us about purchasing pop-up tennis nets.  
Cost would be approx. $1200 for whole school and we would look to community 
to donate rackets and to see about purchasing mobile nets that can be used 
indoors for classes 

Parents voted unanimously to look into whole school/new sport option. 

- Committee is planning to organize Fitness week again in June including different 
sports/visitors every day (such as Ultimate frisbee)  

Emotional Well being (Tricia Ross) 

- November workshop was well attended and engagement from parents seemed positive 
- Normally we have a February workshop in lieu of a council meeting but this year 

looking to push into April.  Ideas for this workshop: 
- Literacy and keeping our kids engaged 

 Suggested by principal that it be more math focused as Woodroffe has 
some of the highest scores in the board but our math scores are 
continuing to decline (which is common across the board) 

- Social Media and keeping our kids protected and safe 
 Principal has booked Paul Davis for September 2018 (for both a parent 

and student workshop) as this was his first available date. 
- Coding for dummies – which is a way for parents to understand what 

programing skills our kids are learning (and this happens very young now) and 
be able to help and connect with them over this.  There is a big push by the 
ministry to engage in technology this way in the classroom as it is felt that all 
kids within next 20 years will need some level of programing skills for jobs. 

- Coding seemed to get a lot of positive feedback include parents willing to 
help/volunteer to do activities.  Tricia will put out to a vote on Facebook to gauge 
interest 

Multicultural and Arts (Sarah Futterer) 

- Activities that have happened so far 
- Only One You rock painting project was well received by all students and 

teachers.  Looking to have installation completed by March break 
- Kinder concert (November): Yaki came in to sing and dance with all kinder 

classes. 
- Feb 20th – grade 1s will be participating in a celebration of Chinese New Year 

with dragon dancing troop.  They will learn about Chinese New Year and why 
we have costumes and music to celebrate.  They will get to dance in dragon 
costumes along with the performers and use traditional Chinese instruments.  
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Parent volunteers (1-2) needed to for each class to help with dragon heads for 
dancing and musical instruments 

- March 2nd – grade 2 students will be doing Capoeira (Brazilian dance/martial 
arts) 

- Late March grade 6 students will be doing a workshop with a Syrian refugee 
artist/art teacher 

- Grade 4 and 5 are still being determined.  Suggestions always welcome from 
parents or community  members who have strengths or cultures they would like 
to see brought forward 

OSASC – no update at this time 

 
4. Principal report 

 Update on grade 7 renos and changes 
- subject specific classes will be created on the 1st floor (Library floor) 
- construction to start over March Break for some smaller projects but most will 

be done over the summer (delays are not intended but always possible) 
- construction of a science lab and an art room both with sinks, high tables, stools 

etc. 
- construction of a music room and smaller practice/storage room (could not use 

portable as it did not allow for construction of band risers) 
- No lockers as our hallways are not large enough for good sized lockers and the 

smaller ones that would fit are not big enough to store winter clothing and boots.  
- Hooks will be installed throughout the entire school (most classes will re-

dedicate their coat closets to other uses) 
- Bathroom by the office will be removed. 
- Change rooms will be renovated to create smaller change rooms for grade 7.8 

students (changing for gym is optional) as well as updated bathrooms with new 
stalls 

- New body break room 
- Returns the Learning Support room will be available again for Empower 

Reading, specialist needs, psychologist visits etc. 
- Staff room will be renovated to remove closets to allow more seating for all staff 

to eat together. 
- New water bottle filling stations being installed and old water fountains in the 

classrooms being removed. 
- Currently no new portables will be needed as many current classrooms are only 

being used half days.  Scheduling to ensure classrooms are efficiently used.  
Dedicated math teachers would work from a trolley and go to classrooms 
instead of needing their own. Existing portables would be used. 

 Church relationship 
- The church is looking to do more relationship building/community outreach and 

have arranged for a church member to come and coordinate a knitting club at 
the school.   

- As membership decreases in churches, they are looking to maintain their 
buildings by doing more rentals, etc… which means that there is more traffic in 
the parking lot.  For drop off, PLEASE make sure not to double park as people 
are coming and going frequently.  Be aware of all traffic (pedestrian and child) 
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moving in both directions (to school and to the church) as people have been 
seen driving VERY fast through the parking lot. 

 Doing a handwashing blitz especially with older grades to decrease germ sharing 
- New signs coming to remind students to wash hands after using the bathroom 
- Working with health department as we are a high population school 

 Asking for increase in custodial hours to help keep the school cleaner (they are doing a 
great job but aren’t allocated enough hours by the board to do thorough cleans every 
day) 

- Hours were cut years ago as budget restrictions happened but have not been 
readjusted since 

- New committee at the board to discuss this 
 Student Council meeting monthly 

- More informative this time– lots to share with the kids 
- Thank you hearts coming 
- Feedback has been that kids are looking for tennis nets, ping pong at lunch 

(LOOKING FOR A VOLUNTEER TO COORDINATE THIS REGULARLY), 
picnic tables 

 Events and Happening in Jan/Feb 
- Jacques Cartier Park for grades 1-3 
- Forest Skating for grades 4-6 
- Baobob Drumming workshop in the first week of February for the whole school 

to kick off Black History Month 
- Luvs to Groove (French instruction) is currently happening for all grades at the 

school.  Don’t forget to send in $6 to help with this programming. 
- Juniors going to the NAC in February to see French production 
- Junior Achievers full day workshop on Wed Jan 16th 

1. Learning business model/entrepreneurship initiatives 
2. Plan out a product or service and have to pitch it 

 Kindergarten information night is January 23rd at 4:30 
- New student tours happening during PD day or contact office for tours booked 

in Feb. 
- We need to encourage parents and those in the neighbourhood to register 

during registration week because it affects our number predictions and therefore 
our staffing for whole school.  This includes new Kinders registrations or any 
new students coming to Woodroffe in other grades. 

 Grade 7 
- Question: Will there be as many activities for grade 7&8s as in other schools? 
- As with anything, activities are completely staff driven and we are SO lucky to 

have a great group of teachers that love contributing and running interesting 
clubs, etc..  We might have different activities but will have lots for kids to 
choose (being planned: chess, Jr art club, band, pottery coding)  

- We will be coordinating with Woodroffe HS to use the design and tech rooms 
during their exam time for students to learn wood and metal works. 

- Grade 7/8s will also have the Balanced Day schedule.  This is the same across 
the board, even 7/8s who are now in a high school environment. 

- An information sheet was suggested to put together for grade 6 students and to 
send out via Social Media 

 
5. Upcoming Events 

 Feb Family Dance or Movie Night or Games night (Fri, Feb 23rd) 
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- Decided to put more effort into the Dance a Thon/Hoop a Thon instead as it is 
during the day and kids really enjoyed it 

- Discussed the option of a Family Games night instead of a traditional Movie 
Night.  Bring your own board games, come to the gym and have fun 

- Concession stand to make it a fundraiser too? 
- Well received by parents but will survey January movie night attendees to see 

what they think. 
 Spring Fling 

- Moved to the Friday night before the PD Day week (so a week earlier than 
previous years).  Date Friday June 1, 2018 

- We will need more setup volunteers since we will be setting up after school 
hours. 

- Book sale will remain unchanged 
- Snack table with bake sale to fundraise for council initiatives 
- Looking to combine successful bring your own picnic with food trucks so 

families have more options for dinner 
- Focusing on keeping the older students engaged and exploring many of these 

suggestions: reverse dunk tank, pie in the face, human foosball, etc 
 

6. Staff Grants 
 $2500 school council puts aside to help support teacher initiatives 
 Group of parents are part of the committee to vet submissions and approve them 
 5 projects were approved 

- grade 2’s going to sugar bush (to help offset cost) 
- green hearts club – butterfly & pollinator garden 
- tech bots – coding bugs 
- funding for costumes for the Lorax play 
- grade 4 Mobile Maker workshop 
- grade 5 Eco-friendly home design project 

 Funds need to be spent by mid June 
7. Chalk it up 

 Nothing brought up 

Chair adjourned the meeting 

Next meeting – April 2018  


