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Woodroffe Ave Public School
School Council Meeting Minutes

November 13, 2018 6:30-8:30

Total number of persons present: 17

Executive Members:
Chair: Lisa Vandermeer
Vice Chair: Melanie Rushworth
Treasurer: Steph Duffey
Secretary: Erin Morrison
Fundraising Coordinator: Daniela Humeniuk 
Spring Fling Coordinator: vacant
Communications Representative: Jen. St-Pierre
Volunteer Coordinator: Jen. St-Pierre

Principal: Megan Egerton

1. Welcome – Lisa Vandermeer
- Introductions, a few new faces.

2. Information on Ministry of Education Public Consultations – Melanie Rushworth
- Please see end of minutes for information.
- This is our opportunity, as parents, to provide thoughts for solutions.
- Main areas of change: STEM, trades/coding, standardized testing, financial literacy, technology 

in the classroom, Health and Physical Education curriculum (mental health, sexual health 
education, legalization of cannabis), Parents’ Bill of Rights as well as indigenous education

- Feedback closes December 15, 2018 – can submit online, via email or snail mail.
- This is a good opportunity for parents to have a say while also being able to reinforce concepts 

at home.
- People For Education gives a good synopsis. Visit https://peopleforeducation.ca/ to learn more.

3. Committee Reports
- Rebecca Lira from Mindfulness Rocks will be hosting a Mindfulness Workshop on Tuesday, 

November 20 from 6:30-8pm.
- Ski Club registrations run until November 26th. Register at Dovercourt the week of Nov 26th.  

Details on the Ski Club website. Parent volunteers needed and can email now to sign up as a 
volunteer!

- Connie attended the OCASC meeting on Thursday, November 15. Parents are encouraged to 
send her questions or concerns before each meeting.

4. Upcoming Events/Fundraisers
Online Auction

- The Online Auction has already raised $2,391.00 and is going very well.  All quilts, artwork, 
baskets and toys were brought to the meeting.  They will also be displayed on Nov 22 at the 
parent workshop and hopefully in the front display case once we get a lock installed.
Craft Sale
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- Saturday, December 8, 2018 10am-2pm.  School Council would like to run the canteen and is 
looking for chili donations from local restaurants and baked goods donations from parents.
Cake Walk

- Discussion and settled on Thursday, February 14th, 2019  (Friday is a PD Day)
- Email will be sent to families in December with more information and asking for a firm 

commitment for 50 guaranteed cake donations before we move ahead.  Toy car, school 
supplies, stuffed animals, chocolate bars, etc. cakes welcome for those with allergies.
Book Sale

- February 29 and March 1st, 2019 open to students/parents
- Sat, March 2, 2019 open to the community

Plant Sale
- Friday, May 10th, 2019 all day as we could not book the garden centre on Saturday.  We hope to 

do this fundraiser with Peter Knippel garden centre.
- Parents can pick up water barrel (bought online ahead of time) and plants (baskets, annuals, etc) 

at drop off, pick up, throughout the day…
- Approximately 12 volunteers needed.

Spring Fling
- Thursday, June 6th, 2019 4:30-8pm (Friday is a PD Day)
- Jackie, Jen and Katie have taken it on!  YAHOO!  Thanks to these parents for committing to this 

popular event.

5. Principal’s Report – Megan Egerton
 Thank you to all the families, students and staff that gave us another poignant ceremony for 

Remembrance Day 
 Our next event is Grandparent’s Reading Day on December 7th.  More information will be 

coming home shortly but be sure to save the date
 Craft sale is on the 8th and we have already sold 60 tables.  Our Me to We students and Green 

Hearts will be participating and Student Ambassadors will be supporting all day
 Student Ambassadors - Students (grade7) had to complete an application, go through an 

interview and sign a contract.  This is a student success initiative with Mme Pascale.
 Hot dog day was Nov. 15 - proceeds from this lunch are going towards furnishing and 

beautifying our student success room.
 Christmas Hampers - Classes will be adopting families to help make their holiday a little easier 

with less stress. Info to come home from the homeroom teacher with details about ages, sizes 
and interest.  Gift cards are welcome.

 Progress reports have all gone home and interviews are next week
 United Way Class bingo as a fundraiser for the Education Foundation this fall.  This OCDSB 

charity supports students in our school and all OCDSB schools and we wanted to make a school 
donation to them this fall.

6. Chalk It Up – no items

7. Adjournment – we finished the meeting with a tour of the new/renovated rooms.

Next Meeting: December 11th, 2018 6:30-8:30
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Consultation: Education in Ontario

https://www.ontario.ca/page/for-the-parents

Consultation closing date: December 15, 2018

Intent: address concerns and get feedback in several areas of the education system.

Feedback from these consultations will help shape decisions in the following areas:

1. Improving student performance in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM)
2. Preparing students with needed job skills, such as skilled trades and coding
3. Improving provincial standardized testing
4. Ensuring students graduate with important life skills, including financial literacy
5. Managing the use of technology in classrooms, such as cell phones
6. Building a new age-appropriate Health and Physical Education curriculum that includes subjects 

like mental health, sexual health education and the legalization of cannabis
7. Developing the first-ever Parents’ Bill of Rights

How to participate

1. Use private and confidential online submission form,
https://www.ontario.ca/form/open-submissions-education-ontario

2. Email your written submission to fortheparents@ontario.ca and:

 include your name or the name of your organization
 add “provincial consultations” as the subject
 attach your submission as a PDF or Word document

3. Send your feedback through online survey.
https://registration.fortheparents.ca/

Things to consider:

 The 2015 curriculum was developed with significant consultation with parents (4000), students 
(700) educators (2400) and 140+ civil society orgs. It was also endorsed by the Institute for 
Catholic Education. This is your chance to have a voice in the 2018 consultations.

 The 2015 curriculum followed best practices set out by the United Nations in their Technical 
Guide on Comprehensive Sexuality Education

 Education works best when students and parents work together. Kids get evidence based 
education in school, and parents having conversations about those same topics at home.

 It is important that we create safer schools for ALL students and that is a key objective of 
curriculum development.

 As many parents as possible should engage in the consultations to help ensure the new 
curriculum reflects a diverse set of values.


