
Woodroffe Ave Public School
School Council Meeting Minutes

April 9, 2019 6:30-8:30

Total number of persons present: 17

Executive Members:
Chair: Lisa Vandermeer
Vice Chair: Melanie Rushworth
Treasurer: Steph Duffey
Secretary: Erin Morrison
Fundraising Coordinator: Daniela Humeniuk 
Spring Fling Coordinator: Jen Roger and Katie Alexander
Communications Representative: Jen. St-Pierre
Volunteer Coordinator: Jen. St-Pierre
Healthy Active Kids: Julie Findlay
Emotional Wellbeing:  Tricia Ross
Garden Program:  Carley Schelck
Multicultural and Arts:  Sarah Futterer

1. Welcome – Lisa Vandermeer
- Last movie night coming up April 26th – Mary Poppins Returns. Volunteers and snacks 

needed.

Jumped to committee reports as some presenters needed to leave early.

2. Committee Reports:

Garden Update, Carley Schelck
- Will open end of May/beginning of June (weather depending).
- Integrated project with grade 3’s and Cultivating Cooks as it aligns with curriculum.
- Planning to reach out to Garden Club to see if they are interested (coordinated by Mme 

Pascale and a parent volunteer and very well attended by students).
- Discussed potential challenges with summer watering. Lots of volunteers between 

parents and support from the retirement home but biggest benefit would be to have 
watering done before 8am. Discussion about drop tape soaker hose, a timer? Concern 
about consistent pressure.

- Also discussion about investing in better compost to help raise the beds this year.

OCACS, Maggie Green
- Maggie was not at the SC meeting but did attend the OSACS meeting and will give an 

update at our May meeting.

Healthy Active Kids, Julie Findlay
- Tennis, ultimate Frisbee and Lacrosse workshops starting up – grades TBD – free.
- Community volunteer to come in and give lessons but we need proper sized rackets.
- There’s a bit of money left over – discussion about what it should be put towards: tennis 

rackets (2nd hand through Tennis program), pop up tent for track/cross country/soccer?  
banner? New logo would be used on a banner if that is what was purchased.



Emotional Wellbeing, Tricia Ross
- The second parent workshop in February was not well attended (maybe a dozen 

parents).
- Discussion about weather in February and perhaps looking at changing the second 

workshop to May next year for a better turn out. Also talked about using EventBrite (for 
example) for registration to the workshop (still with no cost to parents but need to 
register ad get a ticket to attend so that we have a better idea of numbers in advance).

- Further discussion about teaming up with Broadview and Nepean to do a 3 part joint 
series, with each school hosting one date.

- Workshops need to be better advertised, example: a sign near the front door, etc.

Multiculture & Arts, Sarah Futterer
- Recapped each grade’s programming for 2018-2019:

Kindergarten Yaki Concert
Grade 1 Dragon Dance workshop
Grade 2 Gumboots
Grade 3 Inside Out spoken work poetry
Grade 4 none to date
Grade 5 none to date
Grade 6 none to date
Grade 7 Bollywood dance workshop

- Discussion later about ensuring we only offer what is appreciated by teachers.  We will 
include the above workshops in our teacher feedback survey.

Skipped to budget discussion here to talk about costs, priorities and initiatives that support the 
school but are not duplicating what is already being offered.  Some concerns about drumming 
workshop and the high cost and confusion about school vs Council offered programs.

3. Spring Fling Update, Jen Roger and Katie Alexander
- Food trucks have been booked (grill, Mexican, Asian fusion and icecream truck), have 

more than last year/different variety.
- Working hard to ensure there’s enough diversity for K-7 interests.
- Looking into having a company there for bike tune ups – may appeal to the older 

students.
- New ideas: Hey Buster musician (younger grades) and a Henna/Temporary Tattoo 

booth instead of face painting. Also BOP game, reverse dunk tank, scooter jump 
station? Still debating safety, is it realistic?

- Discussion re: back up rain plan. Inflatables in gym 2 if needed (not the high ones) as 
the floor in Gym 1 can’t get wet

- A list will go out to classes soon re: baskets for auction. Kindergarten classes will be 
assigned themes again. Grades 1-7 may be given list of suggestions to choose from.

4. Plant and Water Barrel Sale, Daniela Humeniuk
- Water Barrels can be picked up between 4-7pm on Friday, May 17 in staff parking lot.  

Orders must be made online in advance
- Plant Sale is 9am-2pm on Saturday, May 18 in staff parking lot
- Still looking into offering herbs, vegetables etc.
- Planning on having a very basic café at the Plant Sale – coffee & tea, water, baked 

goods.



- Will advertise on Facebook, flyer to send home, rent a billboard for front of school?

5. Budget, Lisa Vandermeer and Steph Duffey (see budget appendix)
- Looking to be in good shape. We will likely have a small surplus so will discuss at May 

meeting what would be best to put that money towards (preliminary thoughts are a drum 
kit and upgrade lights for stage this year and some carry over for grade 7-8 shade 
structure of some kind next year).  Needs further discussion about priorities and vote at 
May meeting

6.  Website Update and Discussion, Melanie Rushworth and Jen St Pierre
- Went for training in March and have migrated most of our content over for this year. Still 

looking into ways to have information from current Blog attached to school website so 
we can send out/email parents with Council specific events on our own timing schedule.

7. Chalk It Up
a) Some clarification questions about the Car Wash…for the grade 4 and 4/5 class to 

fundraise for a field trip to Upper Canada Village.  Will seek more info from office.
b) Grade 1 NAC trip that was partially funded through the Staff Grant – is it happening? 

Will seek more info from office.
c) Discussion about how to feel/get involved at school as parents when it feels that 

there are less opportunities (especially in the upper grades).  Suggestion of a 
teacher survey to see how School Council can better support classes and to find out 
what is most appreciated/helpful.  

d) Can School Council dial back the fundraising if the school is going to be doing more 
specific fundraising?  Do we offer more staff grants and less 
workshops/programming?  A discussion to continue in May with admin present.  

8. Principal’s Report – sent via email as neither administrator was able to attend
- EQAO dates are May 21st to June 4th 
- Education week (first week in May): Teachers are doing their annual art gallery.  This 

year’s theme is, “Art Makes the World A Brighter Place”.  We will be sending out more 
information about dates and times the gallery is open

- We are now beginning preparations for our first year of grade 8’s.  Textbooks and 
supplies are being ordered, tables and chairs have been ordered, we are ordering some 
art, science and music supplies as well.  

- Our grade 6 & 7’s have spoken.  They would like a duo purpose space in the yard.  A 
sheltered area with picnic tables that they can use during breaks and again for outdoor 
classrooms during the instructional day.  As a school, we have $5000 already set aside 
for this

- Feedback was overwhelmingly positive about our drumming experience in terms of the 
kids enjoying it, but we did get some feedback about the cost and a request to have 
drummers from the countries they are instructing in.  We have not booked them back 
and welcome parent input if you know of companies that would be more affordable and 
offer perspectives on a variety of cultures that we have not previously had.

- Peter Pan musical production is coming along and staff and students are working hard 
(show is June 6th during the day)

- Our school wellness plan has been submitted but is a work in progress.  This term we 
are focusing on reducing screen time and increasing physical activity and time spent in 
face-to-face interactions.  We were seeing that more and more kids are disconnecting 
from their peers and replacing this time in front of a screen.  We have seen an increase 



in physical unwellness, disengagement, anxiety and reduction in connectedness with 
others.  We will be sending out a home challenge too for students to participate in for 
prizes.  

- Tennis Ontario is coming to work with our grade 6 & 7 students in May.
- We currently have badminton and basketball teams practicing for tournaments coming 

up in a few weeks.  
- Bob, our librarian extraordinaire, is running a book fair for three days starting on April 

24th.  Information is on the calendar and website.  All money raised will go towards 
buying more books for the library in French and for our intermediate students.

Meeting Adjourned.
Next Meeting: May 14, 6:30


