
Woodroffe Ave Public School
School Council Meeting Minutes

May 14, 2019 6:30-8:30

Total number of persons present: 15

Executive Members:
Chair: Lisa Vandermeer
Vice Chair: Melanie Rushworth
Treasurer: Steph Duffey
Secretary: Erin Morrison
Fundraising Coordinator: Daniela Humeniuk 
Communications Representative: Jen. St-Pierre
Volunteer Coordinator: Jen. St-Pierre

Principal: Megan Egerton
Vice Principal: Pascale Evans-Paulen
Office Administrator: Jennifer Burman

1. Welcome – Lisa Vandermeer
- Last school council meeting of the 2018-2019 school year.
- End of the year reports will be done and posted by June 30th.
- We report to CRA and the School Board in September.

2. Principal’s Report – Megan Egerton
- Financial Report – have raised $32,000 this year to support school initiatives.  See SGF 

attachment for more details of all expenses.
- Intermediate student handbook coming out at the end of June 
- Classes for 2019-2020 - only Jen Lee is leaving, have hired two other teachers.  See 

Staff Placement appendix for homerooms and teachers.
- Jump Rope for Heart was Friday, May 17th 
- EQAO – will run in the mornings from May 21 until June 4th for grade 3 and 6 students; 

Megan was sending a reminder for parents to have their children at school on time for 
these standardizes assessments

- School Learning Plan – school discussion about going to three recesses to support 
healthy and active living; 15 minutes of playtime from 8:15 to 8:30 would be called first 
recess.  More staff would support specific activities and free play for students; bus 
company has been called to ask about reality of having students arrive by 8:15 so all can 
participate in the extra time.

- Experiential Learning Grant awarded to our Kinder Classes – garden, hands-on yard 
upgrades and trades day 

- Tree Planting in Kinder Yard - looking at planting cedars to line the fence that run along 
Woodroffe Ave this September 

- Hurling - free for all grades 1-7, runs June 17th – 21st 
- Roof top photo - May 31st 
- Eid feast June 11th - free pizza lunch
- Peter Pan - June 6th

- The Car Wash raised $1522 – great initiative and allows the grade 4 students to attend a 
field trip (Upper Canada Village for Medieval Festival). Fundraising was required due to 
the school bus driver shortage and the need to hire a coach instead.



- Staff are going to spend the next 4 weeks challenging students to be kind, respectful, 
polite etc.  Classes will win freezie prizes.  There has been an increase in rudeness at 
school, between students, at staff and they are trying to work together to support 
students and help curb some of this behavior.  

- Kindergarten registration – numbers impact hiring and we are 18 Kinder registrations 
short to keep class sizes more manageable (5 Kinder class instead of 4)

- Projected population for 2019-2020 school year: 620 students
- Class sizes will be quite large especially in grades 4-8.
- Grade 4, 5 and 6 classes will be in portables next year.  All have been outfitted with AC 

units.  Grade 2 and 3 classes will be on the 2nd floor.  Grade 1 classes remaining where 
they are and Grade 7 and 8 classes in the library wing on the 1st floor.

- Construction this summer to remove asbestos from the ceiling in preparation for AC 
installation in the 2nd floor next summer (2020). Will also include an air exchanger to 
better circulate the cooler air onto the first floor.

3. Event Planning Updates
- Spring Fling: Jen and Katie will start communication home to families.  Event 

happening Thursday, June 6th 
- Water Barrel Fundraiser continues to take orders.  We have reached our minimum 

order.  Pickup is Friday May 17th at the Woodroffe Park Field House.
- Plant Sale (70+ varieties) was May 18 in the kinder yard

4. Committee Reports
- Inside Out (Grade 3 Spoken Word Poetry Program, Pam Cameron): We 

were pleased Brandon Wint, a nationally celebrated spoken word poet, 
was willing to participate in Inside Out again this year.  His work in the 
classroom is always inspiring, creative and inclusive.  The kids created 
some remarkable poetry again, as a group, in small groups and 
individually.  Unfortunately, only grades 2 & 3 students from WAPS 
participated this year.  We reached out to a number of schools but heard 
from some that they felt they had enough on their plates, and from one 
that they wanted to focus on extra curricular activities in French.  Regina’s 
former principal was a supporter of this program but moved to another 
area of the city last fall.  

- Discussion about options for next year.  Do we want to 1) use the money 
to reach more grades at WAPS, 2) use it to provide other activities at 
WAPS, or 3) devise a new plan to try to partner with another school on a 
different endeavour?  

- Clear consensus that students enjoy the workshops with Brandon – even 
if we can’t share the program with other schools.  Megan voiced support 
and suggested reaching out to Pinecrest again as they had a very difficult 
year and may have more capacity to participate next year.  Also 
discussed the value of offering workshops to grade 5/6 students as they 
may benefit even more from creative writing workshops.  The $1000 cost 
was good value for quality of the workshops and the number of students 
impacted.  

- Healthy Active Kids (Julie Findlay):  mentioned the need for more tennis rackets and 
sourcing through the tennis program that visited the school. We have purchased some 



equipment for track and field and also looking at another Coleman pop-up shade tent for 
track/sports days and badminton nets. 

5. Year-End Purchases – Steph Duffey and Lisa Vandermeer
- We hope to have $1-2000 surplus after our June fundraising is finished.
- Request to buy a used drum kit (Kijiji) for our music students to use.
- Another long-term need is upgraded lighting for the stage – needs to be researched and 

assessed by School Board electrician, Megan will initiate process with the Board.
- Motion: School Council will purchase a used drum kit for Woodroffe Avenue students. 

Motion by Lisa Vandermeer, seconded by Nicole Duguay.  Vote 15 in favour.
- Honk and Blow sessions have happened with all grade 6 students and Mr Millen will be 

getting back to families soon with instrument allocations for next year.  Megan reminded 
everyone that when students start music class, they are not able to take instruments 
home with them. Parents are encouraged to purchase or rent through Long & McQuade:
ottawa@long-mcquade.com or visit them at 1193 Hunt Club Road
kanata@long-mcquade.com or visit them at 66 Hearts Way Unit #4
orleans@long-mcquade.com or visit them at 3791 Saint Joseph Boulevard

- Our final communication home will be our Year End flyer in June 2019 
summarizing our fundraising and initiatives from this year.  WAPS School Council 
will be back starting in September, tentatively the Back the School Picnic on Tues, 
Sept 10th and the Annual General Council meeting on Tues, Sept 17th.  We are also 
looking at hosting a Breakfast School Council meeting in November for anyone 
that can’t make a Tuesday evening.  More info to come in September.

- Anyone interested in participating on council for the 2019-2020 school year or has 
questions about roles and time commitments, please contact 
Woodroffecouncil@gmail.com. 


